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r January 14	 National Western Stock Show Angus Bull Show & Sale
	 “Angus Night on the Mountain” at Spruce Mountain Ranch 
January 15	 National Western Stock Show Junior Angus Heifer Show
January 16	 National Western Stock Show Angus Female Show
January 17	 National Western Stock Show Angus Pen & Carload Show

January 24	 Michigan Cattlemen’s Assn. Annual Conference, East Lansing
	 To register, call 517-347-8117 or visit www.micattlemen.org

January 31	 Michigan Angus Board Retreat (time and location TBA)

February 1	 Michigan Angus Futurity Show & Sale ENTRIES DUE!

February 4 – 7	 Cattle Industry Convention, San Antonio, TX

March 7 	 MCA/MSU Bull Evaluation Open House, Plank Farms, Crystal

March 8	 Michigan Angus Association Annual Meeting
	 Gene Davis & Sons Catering, Jackson

March 21	 MCA/MSU Bull Evaluation Sale, Plank Farms, Crystal 

April 10 – 11	 Michigan Angus Futurity Show & Sale
	 Michigan Beef Expo, MSU Pavilion, East Lansing

April 12	 MSU Block & Bridle Club Junior Heifer & Steer Show
	 Michigan Beef Expo, MSU Pavilion, East Lansing

Tomorrow is the most important thing in life. Comes into us at midnight very clean. It’s perfect when it 
arrives and it puts itself in our hands. It hopes we’ve learned something from yesterday.     –John Wayne*

Reflections on 2014
	 The holiday season is upon us.  As we start to close down the year, 
this is a good time to reflect on the past year.   
	 We have seen record high cattle and beef prices combined with 
corn prices dropping significantly since last year. The demand for 
quality beef remains strong and projections stay strong. 
	 Michigan Angus breeders celebrated 100 years as an association 
with several events last spring and summer, culminating the centennial 
year with a trip to Wooster, Ohio to the Certified Angus Beef head-
quarters.  See the story and photos in this issue! Our visit to CAB was 
very educational and I strongly encourage everyone to visit if you get 
the opportunity. I am truly amazed at how well the CAB program has 
worked and even more impressive are the financial rewards to cattle 
producers raising and feeding Angus cattle.
	 I want to remind you of several important dates on the association’s 
calendar in the new year, and encourage your participation.
  	 Entries for the 2015 Michigan Angus Futurity are due February 
1. Come to the 57th annual show and sale on April 10 and 11 in 
conjunction with the Michigan Beef Expo at the MSU Pavilion. This 
event is a great opportunity to present your cattle and your breeding  
program to your fellow breeders and the new beef cattle enthusiasts the  
Michigan Beef Expo always attracts. 

	 March 8 will be the date of the 2015 Michigan Angus Associa-
tion Banquet, in conjunction with the meetings of the Michigan Junior  
Angus Association and the Michigan Angus Auxiliary.  Elections will 
be held for the MAA. If you or someone you know would like to 
serve on the Board of Directors contact me at the number or e-mail  
address below, or get in touch with any of the current officers or board  
members listed on page 2.
	 The MCA/MSU Bull Evaluation Sale at Plank Farm, Crystal, MI 
is on March 21. The bulls at the test are doing great, the 28-day  
report shows the bulls are growing extremely well. Preview them at 
the Open House on March 7.
	 Finally, as we enter the holiday season, let’s remember to count our 
blessings and spend some time with friends and family!  

Merle Boehmer
President, Michigan Angus Association 

(517) 896-3165
mboeh99@gmail.com

It’s time to 
renew your 
Michigan 

Angus 
membership 

for 2015!

See page 7!
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PRESIDENT
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Terms expiring in 2015	  
Ken Geuns, Bath 	 geuns@msu.edu	 (517) 641-7152
Kevin Beckington, Merritt	 Kevin@KBAngus.com	 (734) 368-8430
Ed Dawson, Hanover	 dawsonfarms@frontiernet.net 	 (517) 524-8941
Bob Zellmer, Nashville	 bob@highbanksangus.com	 (269) 945-7796

Terms expiring in 2016
Kirk Sterzick, Lowell	 kirk@sterzickfarm.com	 (616) 262-9509
Chris Pranger, Corunna, IN	 chris@prangerent.com	 (260) 760-9512
Steve Fitzner, Wolverine	 fitznerfarm@sbcglobal.net	 (231) 525-8518
Dan Vaassen, Ann Arbor	 davaassen@aol.com	 (734) 645-2496

Terms expiring in 2017	  
Evan Boehmer, Olivet	 singletreefarms1@gmail.com 	(517) 652-3065
Chuck Preston, Prescott	 capreston04@aol.com	 (989) 873-4164
Jimmy Redmond, Bentley	 redmondjen2006@juno.com  	 (989) 846-0782
Nancy Thelen, Saline	 hillsideacres01@aol.com	 (734) 216-3617

Southeastern Michigan Regional Assn.
Steve Thelen, Saline	 sthelen22@aol.com	 (734) 216-3671 

West Michigan Regional Assn.
Heather Everett	 hcanfield@hotmail.com	 (269) 838-1668 	  	  
AMERICAN ANGUS ASSN. BOARD OF DIRECTORS	  
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AMERICAN ANGUS ASSN. REGIONAL MANAGER
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Our mission is to enhance the value of the “Angus Brand” via marketing, youth development, educational and social opportunities.

annual meeting
The tentative schedule includes meetings of the Michigan Angus Association, 

Michigan Junior Angus Association and the Michigan Angus Auxiliary in the morning, 
followed by dinner and the awards program.  

Please mark your calendar! Reservation details will be in the next newsletter and on the website.

sunday, march 8
gene davis & sons catering

3575 francis street, jackson, mi 49203

aaa report Introducing Our New American Angus Assn. Regional Manager 
My name is Casey Jentz, and I have enjoyed meeting and visiting with many Michigan Angus producers 
already this year. I look forward to meeting many more in 2015! Please don’t hesitate to contact me with 
any questions or concerns you may have – I can be reached at 608.234.1998 or cjentz@angus.org.

Fresh off of a very successful National Angus Convention, it is clear that with the current state of the beef business that it’s a great time to be a part 
of the Angus breed. Our association is always working to improve, and we are currently working on developing some new EPD’s. Coming soon, 
we will be incorporating feed intake into the equation for $F. This will affect $B as well. Additionally, we are working on developing an EPD to help 
quantify hoof shape. Visit www.angus.org for more information regarding these changes, and to stay up to date on Angus news.
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michigan angus futurity show & saleMICHIGAN ANGUS FUTURITY SHOW & SALE 
 

SHOW: Friday, April 10  SALE: Saturday, April 11  
Held in conjunction with the 2015 Michigan Beef Expo, MSU Pavilion, East Lansing 

SPECIAL AWARDS:  $200 for Champion Bull & Female and $100 for Res. Champion Bull & Female 
 

SALE CO-CHAIRS: Ken Geuns (517) 230-8502, geuns@msu.edu and Rebecca VanDenBerg (616) 617-7395, rebeccavdb@live.com  
ENTRY FORMS ACCEPTED BY MAIL OR ONLINE: Visit www.michiganangus.org to enter online & pay fees using PayPal. 

 

ENTRY DEADLINE: February 1  
ENTRY FEE: $100 per lot 
MICHIGAN ANGUS ASSOC. DUES: $25 

 
 
HEALTH REQUIREMENTS 

 

 SALE CATEGORIES 
 • Cow/calf pairs must have natural calf at side. Pairs considered one lot.     
 • Cows must be 5 years old or younger. 
 • Bulls must be born on or after 1/1/13 through 4/30/14 
 • Embryo lots are permitted.   

All cattle must meet the Michigan Beef Expo health requirements before check-in time.  All sale cattle must have negative test results for 
Bovine Viral Diarrhea (BVD) and all bulls must pass a Breeding Soundness Exam in order to sell.   

 

GENETIC TESTING 
MAA requires sale consignments that are potential carriers of AM, NH or CA be tested for any known lethal genetic defect for which there is a 
commercial test available.  Test results MUST be available and provided when entries are submitted.  The consignor is responsible for the 
cost of this testing.  If the animal is confirmed as a carrier, it will not be cataloged.  All other cattle must be free by pedigree for any known 
lethal genetic defect for which there is a commercial test available.  If you are unsure of the status of your consignments, please call the 
American Angus Association at 816-385-5500. To discuss issues related to genetic testing procedures, please contact Casey Jentz, AAA 
Regional Manager at 608-234-1998. 

 

DUES AND ENTRY FEES 
All consignors must be current members of the Michigan Angus Association before consigning to the Michigan Angus Futurity.  If not 
currently a paid member, please add $25 for membership dues to your entry fee.   

 

ALL consignors to sales held in conjunction with the Michigan Beef Expo must also be members of the Michigan Cattlemen’s Association.  For 
more information regarding this policy, please contact MCA at 517-347-8117.     

 

Entry fee of $100 per lot is due by February 1, 2015.  Entries received after 2/1/15 will be required to pay $150 per head entry fee. 
 
Entries and fees may either be submitted on-line or by mail. 
For on-line entry and fee payment, please visit www.michiganangus.org.  Fees may be paid on-line using PayPal. 
For mailed entries, please complete and submit the form below along with a check (made payable to Michigan Angus 
Association) for all fees.  Please mail to: Rebecca VanDenBerg, 4195 Barry Street, Hudsonville, MI 49426 
 
High quality photos and footnotes are strongly encouraged and should be submitted by entry deadline to Rebecca VanDenBerg 
by mail or e-mail.  Photos not deemed suitable, will not be used. 

 
   

ENTRY FORM 
 

CONSIGNOR NAME  FARM NAME 
 
 
 

ADDRESS  CITY ZIP 
 
 
 

PHONE  NUMBER  EMAIL ADDRESS 
 
 
 
SETTLEMENT CHECK PAYABLE TO: ___________________________________________ 
 
REGISTERED ANIMAL NAME  AAA REGISTRATION NUMBER (REQUIRED) SEX BIRTH DATE 
 
 
____________________________________________ ________________________ _________ _____________________ 
 
REGISTERED ANIMAL NAME  AAA REGISTRATION NUMBER (REQUIRED) SEX BIRTH DATE 
 
 
______________________________________________ ________________________ _________ _____________________ 
 
*If any of your entries are bred females, please include registered name and AAA number of service sire and the date the female was bred. 
Please make additional copies of this form if you have more than two animals to consign. 
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michigan angus centennial
On October 3, sixteen members 
of the Michigan Angus Asso-
ciation enjoyed an in-depth and  
behind the scenes look at  
Certified Angus Beef (CAB). 

CAB is headquartered in 
Wooster, Ohio and the members 
took part in a special visit to cel-
ebrate the 100th Anniversary of 

the Michigan Angus Association. It was also a special time for many of 
the participants to reconnect with several CAB staff who have Michi-
gan roots and/or ties to Michigan, including Mark McCully, Deanna 
Scrimger Walenciak, Danielle Foster and Geoff Bednar. 

CAB is a unique stand-alone subsidiary of the American Angus As-
sociation, whose mission is to increase demand for registered Angus 
cattle through a specification-based, branded beef program to iden-
tify consistent, high quality beef with superior taste. CAB is considered 
the premium beef brand in the world and celebrated its 8th consecu-
tive year of record volumes.  During the 2014 fiscal year 880 million 
pounds of CAB products were sold to consumers throughout the United 
States and internationally.  CAB is currently sold in 46 countries. Mark 
McCully, Vice-President of Production reported good news for Angus 
producers. Approximately $50 million was paid back to cattlemen in 
grid-based premiums as reported by packers back to CAB.

The CAB Education & Culinary Center, opened in February 2012 
was the hub of the visit. It includes industrial kitchens, multiple meeting 
space, dining areas and a meat lab.  The center is capable of hosting 
multiple groups for hands-on learning and promotional events

Dr Phil Bass, corporate meat scientist, gave participants a live view of 
a CAB carcass and perspective of the 10 science based specifications. 

Dr. Phil’s passion and excitement to edu-
cate consumers, producers, suppliers and 
chef was obvious and contagious. Recently 
named as one of the “40 under 40” in agri-
culture by Vance Publishing Corporation, he 
is passionate about his work and develop-
ing new ideas. His knowledge, passion and 
excitement will drive success throughout the 
CAB team as they work towards identifying 
new and innovative ways to utilize larger 
carcasses.

One of the goals of CAB is to bring value-
added, convenience products to consumers. 

Brett Erickson, director of the brands value-added product line shared 
samples of the CAB deli roast beef that Midwestern’s can find in local 
Meijer stores. This high end deli product contains no soy fillers and de-
livers a healthy, delicious eating experience.  Erickson also presented 
CAB convenience items that are either currently on the market region-
ally or are in the development stage of being marketed.

Visitors were treated to a tour of the CAB office building which displays 
an array of signs and posters from past marketing campaigns, original 
logo designs and photos of the key people behind the conception of 
CAB. The office is proud to display the Saddle & Sirloin portraits of 
Louis M. “Mick” Colvin and Fred Johnson, two of the driving forces 
behind the establishment and vision of the CAB branded program.

Chef Tony Biggs 
served a noon-
time meal fit for 
a king or queen. 
Participants en-
joyed an expertly 
prepared lunch 
including value 
added CAB Short 
Ribs, coleslaw, 
caesar salad, roasted root vegetables, fresh green beans, and lumpy 
mashed potatoes. The entire meal was flavorful, homey and perfect for 
a rainy fall day in Ohio. Chef Tony also prepared a special cake to 
help celebrate 100 Years of the Michigan Angus Association.

The afternoon session included an overview of the consumer research 
data driving the marketing efforts at CAB.  The education and mar-
keting team spends countless hours reaching out to all segments of 
the industry. From providing restaurants with custom menu designs and 
organizing on-farm tours for chefs to in-store promotions, radio, TV and 
online media promotions. Deanna Walenciak, director of education, 
gave the group a preview of the new farm-to-table heritage campaign 
that will be rolled out by CAB over the coming year.

President John Sticka joined the group to discuss how CAB stays on 
mission and strategies for continued growth in relevance and economic 
impact moving forward. Michigan Angus members were encouraged 
to send questions, concerns or comments back to the organization. 
Many thanks to Danielle Foster, CAB meeting planner, for her out-
standing work in planning a great “anniversary celebration” for the  
Michigan Angus Association. 
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bus trip to cab headquarters

www.facebook.com/certifiedangusbeef brand
www.twitter.com/CertAngusBeef

www.instagram.com/certifiedangusbeef
www.pinterest.com/certangusbeef

Michigan Angus members participating in the cen-
tennial trip to Certified Angus Beef gather in front of 
the Education & Culinary Center in Wooster, OH. 

Left to right are Jeannine Schweihofer, China; 
Dan Buskirk, East Lansing (both of MSU), Lisa 
Bohlen, Pleasant Ridge; Steve and Nancy Thelen, 
Saline; David and Rebecca VanDenBerg, Hud-
sonville; Dave and Joan Lutchka, Grass Lake; 
Merle Boehmer and Janel Horrocks-Boehmer, 
Williamston; Monte and Robin Bordner, Sturgis;  
Ed Dawson, Hanover; and Dave and Kathleen 
Hawkins, Mason. 

1.	 Modest or higher marbling - for the taste that ensures customer satisfaction
2.	 Medium to fine marbling texture - the white “flecks of flavor” in the beef that 	
	 ensure consistent flavor and juiciness in every bite
3.	 Only the youngest classifications of product qualifies as “A” maturity - 
	 for superior color, texture and tenderness 
4.	 10 to 16 square inch ribeye area
5.	 Less than 1,000-pound hot carcass weight
6.	 Less than 1-inch fat thickness
7.	 Superior muscling (restricts influence of dairy cattle)
8.	 Practically free of capillary ruptures (ensures the most visually appealing steak)
9.	 No dark cutters (ensures the most visually appealing steak)
10.	 No neck hump exceeding 2 inches (safeguards against cattle with 
	 more variability in tenderness)

Know the 10 QUALITY Specs for CABA BETTER TASTING BEEF
AND HOW IT CAME TO BE

(from www.certifiedangusbeef.com) 

It was 1978. Getting a great steak at home or 
even at a restaurant was hit or miss. The Certified 
Angus Beef ® founders said, “You know what? 
We can do better. We can lay down a set of  
uncompromising standards for taste and then 
find the best Angus ranchers to help us.” 

The eventual result was the Certified 
Angus Beef ® brand, the heartland’s 
first premium brand of beef. A verita-
ble who’s who of ranchers, along with 
Dr. Bob VanStavern, a renowned meat  
scientist from The Ohio State University, 
helped develop the uncompromising set of 
standards that are still part of the brand’s 
foundation today. 

Decades later, the vision to be the best of 
the best remains. Which is why every cut of 
our beef is judged on 10 exacting quality  
standards. And why no other brand of beef is 
as juicy, as tender or as full of flavor. A lot’s 
changed since 1978 – but we’re still the same 
collection of family ranchers dedicated to 
producing beef of uncompromising quality.

Producers can plug in to the www.cabpartners.com website 
and the Blackinkbasics Blog at www.blackinkwithcab.com  

Consumers can find great recipes, learn more about beef cuts and 
meet the ranchers behind CAB at www.certifiedangusbeef.com 

You can also reach CAB through these social media outlets:

Interested in getting in on the conversation 
about CAB or reading the latest news? 

You can connect with CAB on multiple outlets! 
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junior association news
2014-15 Michigan Junior Angus Association 
OFFICERS 
President                 	 Kendra Merriman, kendramerriman@email.grcc.edu
Vice President          	 Kollin Johnson, hejohnsoncows@yahoo.com
Treasurer                	 Austin Pillars, clayknollfarm@att.net
Secretary                 	 Rachel Reid,reidrac3@msu.edu
Awards Chair   	 Amanda Kosal, Amandakosal@gmail.com 
Michigan Angus Rep          	 Rachel Reid

Queen                      	 Katrena Klopfenstein 

ADVISORS                          
Rob Reid		
	 robreid1932@hotmail.com
Heidi Johnson		
	 hejohnsoncows@yahoo.com 
Susan Merriman		
	 susan.merriman@amway.com
Lori Pillars
	 clayknollfarm@att.net

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Katrena Klopfenstein

Jack Reid

Jaycie Brown

Kavina Johnson

Blake Pillars

Junior Award Forms Available Now
Michigan Juniors who have exhibited Angus breeding cattle and registered Angus steers during the past year are eligible to apply for the Michi-
gan Junior Angus Premier Exhibitor Award and the Michigan Junior Premier Breeder Award (for bred and owned animals). Active juniors can 
also apply for the MJAA Outstanding Jr. and Sr. Member Award. Junior award applications are available from the MJAA Awards Chair, Amanda 
Kosal at (810)625-1540. Completed applications are due in January, 2014. Contact Amanda for deadline, applications and more information. 

Michigan Junior Attends National NJAA LEAD Conference
Sterling Reichenbach, Bath, represented Michigan at the 2014 LEAD (Leaders Engaged in Angus Development) Conference. Angus youth from across 
the country traveled to Philadelphia, Pa., for the National Junior Angus Association’s (NJAA) annual  conference, July 31-Aug. 3. The 2014 event 
was themed “Forefathers & Farmers: Cultivating Angus Youth.” Angus juniors attended leadership workshops, programs by professional speakers Jim 
“Basketball” Jones and Laymon Hicks, and tours of agriculture on the nation’s east coast. They participated in sessions regarding agricultural careers, 
visited historic sites, and conducted a community service project.  The 2015 LEAD Conference is scheduled for August 6-9 in Seattle, Washington.

Michigan Beef Showcase • June 8, 2014 • Michigan Angus Junior and Open Preview Shows
Thirty head of Angus cattle were exhibited at the 2014 Michigan Angus Preview Show. Grand Champion Bull in the open show was T & F’s Kade  
Impression, a March 2014 son of Dameron First Impression exhibited by Tabitha Grochowalski, Ada.  Champion Cow/Calf pair was Merrimans Lila 108, 
a November 2010 daughter of Oak Row Luther 3508 and her January 2014 heifer calf sired by Oak Row Tank 4610 exhibited by Kendra Merriman, 
Lowell. Reserve Champion Cow/Calf pair was LA New Lenore 1906, a May 2006 daughter of B/R New Frontier 095 and her bull calf which was earlier 
named champion bull. The pair was exhibited by Tabitha Grochowalski.
 
Grand Champion Female was Seldom Rest BRMF Penny 8540, a September 2012 daughter of Silveiras Style 9303 exhibited by Austin Pillars,  
Martin.  Austin also owned the Reserve Champion Female, Seldom Rest BRMF Georgina 779, a February 2013 daughter of Dameron First Impression. 
The Champion Bred and Owned Heifer was JDK Sierra, an April 2013 daughter of Yon Future Focus T219, exhibited by Dylan Kennedy, Nashville. 
Kendra Merriman also exhibited the Reserve Champion Bred and Owned Heifer, Merriman Precious 1208, a September 2013 daughter of Oak Row 
Tank 4610. Champion Angus Steer was BCCC Consensus A317, an April 2013 calf sired by Connealy Consensus 7229, and exhibited by Jaycie Brown, 
Pinckney. Oak Row Garth won Reserve Grand Champion Steer. Kendra Merriman owned the April 2013 son of Connealy Thunder.
 
Showmanship classes were sponsored by the Michigan Angus Auxiliary. Champion Jr. Showman was Blake Pillars,Martin; Champion Intermediate  
Showman was Austin Pillars,Martin; Champion Senior Showman was Kollin Johnson,Quincy. Selected to represent Michigan in the National Junior Angus 
Showmanship Contest were Dylan Kennedy, Nashville and Kendra Merriman, Lowell.

Michigan Livestock Expo • July 20 • MSU Pavilion
The Champion Angus Steer at the 2014 Michigan Livestock Expo was exhibited by Cailyn Hines from Quincy.  Her steer was also selected as one 
of the top eight steers and sold in the Sale-Abration sale of champions at the Michigan Livestock Expo. The Reserve Champion Angus Steer was 
shown by Amanda Kosal from Deckerville.

Fifth Third Bank Michigan State Fair LLC • August 29–September 1•Suburban Collection Showplace, Novi
More than 130 head of beef cattle were exhibited at the Fifth Third Bank Michigan State Fair LLC held over the Labor Day weekend in Novi. 
The Champion Angus Female in both the Youth and Open Angus Show was exhibited by Kendra Merriman from Lowell.  The Reserve Champion 
Angus Female in both shows was shown by Danielle Wood-Seddon from Munger. Kendra was also named the Premier Angus Breeder and was 
the beef scholarship winner. Several Angus breeders exhibited at the show and they encourage other breeders to participate in 2015.  More than 
80,000 people attended the fair and it was a great opportunity to educate consumers about beef and Angus cattle.  Youth exhibitors also received 
scholarships, participated in a livestock judging contest and showmanship contests.

angus show reports
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auxiliary
news

President                 	 Kris Boehmer
Vice President          	 Ricka Boehmer
Secretary-Treasurer	 Sharon Vaassen
Awards Chair	 Nancy Thelen

Co-Historians 	 Elaine Foster & Lori Pillars
Miss Michigan Angus Chair    Ricka Boehmer
Scholarship Chair	 Janel Horrocks-Boehmer
Past President	 Sharon Vaassen

2014 Michigan Angus Auxiliary Officers 

Seeking Miss Michigan Angus Contestants 
The Michigan Angus Auxiliary is seeking queen candidates at this time.  Young ladies ages 15 to 21 as of January 1, 2015 are eligible to apply.  
Contact Michigan Angus Auxiliary Miss Michigan Angus Chair Ricka Boehmer at 517-719-3158 to request more information or an application.
The application is due February 13, 2015.

***michigan angus miscellany***
Michigan Angus Association 2015 Dues 
It’s time to renew your membership for 2015.  A current membership will ensure continuation of the newsletter, will allow a free listing on our web-
site and the 2015 membership directory, provides the opportunity for free ad postings in the Angus Market section of the website, and to market 
cattle through the Angus Futurity and Fall Black Bonus Sale.  Even if you are a life member, please complete the membership application in this 
newsletter or online at www.michiganangus.org and indicate if you want to receive the newsletter by mail or e-mail. We also receive frequent 
requests from people interested in purchasing cattle. If you would like to be contacted with these inquiries and other timely information be sure to 
list your e-mail address.  If you have any questions about your membership please contact any of the officers or directors.

Request for Bids to Produce 2015-2016 Membership Directory 
The Board of Directors of the Michigan Angus Association is seeking bids for preparation and distribution of the 2015-2016 Membership Direc-
tory.  Bids must be submitted to MAA Secretary, Grace Boehmer by January 16th.  Contact Grace at 517-281-1131 or info@michiganangus.org 
for complete details about the directory and bid submission.

Angus Industry Convention in Kansas City 
The first “Angus Means Business” National Convention and Trade Show held in Kansas City was a huge success. Over 2,000 Angus breeders 
and enthusiasts attended. Michigan was represented by delegates Scott Foster, Dave Lutchka, Monte Bordner, and their wives Elaine, Joan, and 
Robin. Also in attendance were Kent and Sally Nicholas of Addison. The pre-conference Open House at the AAA headquarters in St. Joseph gave 
participants an opportunity to “meet the voices on the phone.” AAA staff were on hand to visit with breeders and answer questions about the 
workings of the AAA. The Angus Foundation’s ribbon cutting for a new entry way concluded the event.

The convention’s educational sessions (some standing room only) were excellent. The presenter list read like a “Who’s Who” of the beef industry, 
and they shared insights into all aspects of the Angus and beef business.  Keynote Speaker Dr. Lowell Catlett shared his vision of where technol-
ogy is headed and how it will affect our lives and the Angus business. Richard Picciotto, Fire Chief of NYC and  author of “The Last Man Down,” 
shared an inspirational story of his heroic efforts on 911 in the World Trade Center. Evening entertainment John Michael Montgomery had the 
house rocking with a great show. Five new board members and a new leadership team were elected at the annual meeting: Steve Olson of Texas 
is president, Jim Sitz of Montana is vice president and Charlie Boyd of Kentucky is treasurer. The 2015 AAA Convention and Trade Show will be 
held November 3 –5 in Overland Park, KS.

Remembrances of Angus Friends 
Long time Angus breeder Bob Wakeman from Wakeman Acres Angus near Hamilton passed away in November in an auto accident. Bob was a 
member of the Michigan Angus Association for many years. His family will be selling the cows, if interested call 269-350-3810 for information.
 
Two of our board members recently lost loved ones. Our sympathy to the Bob Zellmer family, Nashville, in the loss of Bob’s mother, Jean Levezow, 
and his brother Mike, both resided in Wisconsin; and to the Steve Thelen family, Saline, in the loss of his father, Alvin Thelen, from St. Johns.
 
Our condolences to their families and friends.  

Thank You to Bordner Angus Farm 
A huge thank you to Monte and Robin Bordner, Bordner Angus Farm in Sturgis for hosting the outstanding 2014 Michigan Angus Field Day in 
Southern Michigan.  Visitors were treated to a tour of Great Lakes Sire Service in nearby Bronson, followed by an educational program “Livestock 
Trailer and Hauling Safety” presented by Ken Geuns. The event sponsor, Jeff Leininger of Merck Animal Health, presented an educational program 
entitled “Vaccination Programs: What Makes Sense.”

Angus breeders enjoyed the fun of a “trailer inspection” contest and a bull weight guessing contest topped off with a “pitch fork fondue” steak din-
ner, complete with “bull stud ice cream” made with liquid nitrogen! The Michigan Angus Centennial field day provided a day away for learning 
and fellowship with Angus friends. To the entire Bordner Family, thank you for opening your farm for all of us to enjoy! 



c/o  Grace Boehmer-Secretary
6125 Matthews Rd., Olivet, MI 49076

Michigan Angus Association Membership Application
BY MAIL 
Make check payable to: Michigan Angus Assn.
Mail application and form to: Lisa Bohlen  
20 Fairwood Blvd., Pleasant Ridge, MI 48069

• Michigan Angus News: Electronically _____   U.S. Mail_____          • Freezer Beef Sales Listing: Yes _____  No _____

• Check all committees that interest you:
_____Marketing and Promotion: bull test, fall sale, futurity show & sale, commercial opportunities, preview show

_____Education and Mentoring: new members, junior members, field day, annual banquet, member recruitment, educational articles

_____Communications: web site, newsletter, directory, advertising

_____Policies and Procedures: responsibility of board of directors; check if you are interested in serving on the board in the future

ONLINE @ www.michiganangus.org 
Submit (or update) your farm contact 

information using the online form.
Complete your payment through PayPal.

ANNUAL DUES
$25.00

Farm Name: _______________________________________ Owner’s Name: _________________________________________

County: ________________________     Farm Manager (if applicable): ___________________________________________

Junior Members (under age 21): _____________________________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________City, State, Zip: _________________________________________

Home Phone: ______________________ Farm Phone: _____________________ Cell Phone: __________________________

Fax: __________________________ E-mail: __________________________  Web Site: __________________________________

Directions to farm: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Michigan Angus News


