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Spring is here!
A mild winter and early warm spell helped create many reports of  
a successful calving season, and that’s good news! Grass is  
growing and, as usual, our Angus cows and calves are eager for 
green grass. 

With spring breeding season just getting underway and  
forage production just around the corner, it seems premature to 
be thinking of fall and winter feed budgets.  

However, if weather forecasts match predictions, 2016 could be a 
trying year across the Midwest.  All indications are that El Niño will 
subside sometime in mid-2016, and give way to La Niña.  Thus, it 
is expected that many parts of the Midwest will experience a wet 
spring, followed by a potentially significant drought later in the 
year.  Projected drought stresses the importance of making plenty 
of good quality forage early in the growing season in potentially 
wetter than normal conditions and a drought management plan 
to avoid being caught off guard similar to 2012.  Do you have your 
feed procurement plan in place?  

On the topic of planning, many dates of fun and educational  
activities lie ahead this summer. Mark your calendar for these  
upcoming events and invite a customer or neighbor to join you. 

Michigan Angus’  Open and Junior Preview Shows will be held at 
Michigan Beef Showcase, June 10-12 at MSU Pavilion, along with 
the NJAA Showmanship Preliminary Contest for Michigan juniors 
and competitive Educational Contests for youth of all ages.  

Michigan Cattlemen’s Association will host its Summer Round-Up 
June 24-25 in West Branch. This event always offers an informa-
tive program and discussions on issues and challenges facing our 
industry. It’s also an opportunity to network and have a little fun! 

Michigan Angus Association’s Annual Meeting & Field Day is 
scheduled for August 20 at the MSU Purebred Beef Center.  
The association’s annual meeting and board meeting are on the 
agenda, as well as an education program provided by MSU staff. 

Summer is a new time of year for Michigan Angus members 
and the board to come together to conduct the business of our  
association. Your presence is important to our progress. Will you 
get involved this year promoting the Angus breed in our state?

This year marks the 50th Anniversary of the Michigan Junior  
Angus Association. Our Field Day is returning to MSU, the site of 
MJAA’s organizational meeting, to share memories and celebrate 
our youth.  Plans are underway for a great summer event for all 
members. Special guests are Allen Moczygemba, CEO, AAA, Mark 
McCully, Vice President of Supply for CAB, LLC, and Casey Jentz, 
AAA Midwest Regional Manager. We extend an invitation to all 
Michigan Junior alumni, past junior officers, extended family  
Angus enthusiasts, neighboring commercial cattlemen, and 
friends to come share in the day’s events.  
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June 10 – 12	 MICHIGAN BEEF SHOWCASE, MSU PAVILION, EAST LANSING
	 Michigan Angus Preview Show - Junior & Open Classes
	 NJAA Showmanship State Preliminary Contest
	 Youth Educational Skills Contests

June 20 – July 15 	Michigan Angus Fall Sale - Screening in Central, East & West Michigan
June 25	 Michigan Angus Fall Sale  - Screening in Northern Michigan

June 24 – 25	 Michigan Cattlemen’s Assn. Summer Round-Up
	 Quality Inn, West Branch

July 3 – 9 	 National Junior Angus Show, Grand Island, NE

August 15	 Michigan Angus Fall Sale - Entry Deadline

August 20	 Michigan Angus Annual Meeting & Field Day, MSU Purebred Beef Center
	 50th Anniversary Celebration of Michigan Junior Angus Assn. 

October 29	 Michigan Angus Fall Sale, UPI Sale Facility, St. Louis 

angus calendar

Bob Zellmer, Vice President
(269) 945-7796

bob@highbanksangus.com

Invite a customer or neighbor to join Michigan Angus Association by sharing this newsletter and the form on page 8. 
Or make a gift of $25 annual dues!  It’s also easy to enroll a new member on the website. *
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Our mission is to enhance the value of the “Angus Brand” via marketing, youth development, educational and social opportunities.

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
Merle Boehmer, Williamston 
(517) 896-3165
Mboeh99@gmail.com 

PRESIDENT
Ken Geuns, Bath
Home (517) 641-7152
Cell 517-230-8502 
geuns@msu.edu

VICE-PRESIDENT
Bob Zellmer, Nashville
(269) 945-7796
bob@highbanksangus.com

SECRETARY
Grace Boehmer, Olivet
(517) 281-1131
singletreefarms1@gmail.com   

TREASURER
Lisa Bohlen , Pleasant Ridge
(810) 599-5680
lbohlen@previewproperties.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Terms expiring in 2016
Kirk Sterzick, Lowell	 kirk@sterzickfarm.com	 (616) 262-9509
Chris Pranger, Corunna, IN	 chris@prangerent.com	 (260) 760-9512
Steve Fitzner, Wolverine	 fitznerfarm@sbcglobal.net	 (231) 525-8518
Dan Vaassen, Ann Arbor	 davaassen@aol.com	 (734) 645-2496

Terms expiring in 2017	  
Evan Boehmer, Olivet	 singletreefarms1@gmail.com 	 (517) 652-3065
Chuck Preston, Prescott	 capreston04@aol.com	 (989) 873-4164
Jimmy Redmond, Bentley	 redmondjen2006@juno.com  	 (989) 846-0782
Nancy Thelen, Saline	 hillsideacres01@aol.com	 (734) 216-3617

Terms expiring in 2018	  
Monte Bordner	 monte@bordnerfarms.com	 (269) 506-5109
Kevin Beckington	 kevin@kbangus.com	 (734) 368-8430
Kent Nickolaus       	 stnicks@tigernet.bz 	 517-403-1428 
Paul Dawson	 pdawson11976@gmail.com	 (517) 812- 3144

Southeastern Michigan Regional Assn.
Steve Thelen, Saline	 sthelen22@aol.com	 (734) 216-3671 

West Michigan Regional Assn.
Heather Everett	 hcanfield@hotmail.com	 (269) 838-1668

AMERICAN ANGUS ASSN. REGIONAL MANAGER
Casey Jentz	 CJentz@angus.org	 (608) 234-1998
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Michigan Angus Fall Sale – Summer is time to select & develop consignments!
Pre-Entry Screening from June 20 through July 15, and the weekend of June 25
The Fall Sale is set for October 29 at the UPI Sale Facility, and it’s time to select and start developing your consignments. Yes, success in the Fall 
Sale starts in the summer! Get in touch with Monte Bordner if you are planning to consign, call 269-506-5109. Monte will be scheduling pre-entry 
screening June 20 through July 15 for herds located in Central, East or West Michigan. If your place is “Up North,” screening will take place the 
weekend of June 25 (before and after the MCA Summer Round-Up activities). Entry forms will be posted online June 1. Download your form at 
www.michiganangus.org. 

Michigan Angus Annual Meeting & Field Day – August 20, MSU Purebred Beef Center
The board of directors is excited to invite you to join us on a new date for the Michigan Angus Annual Meeting combined with the annual Field 
Day. This year, we will celebrate the Michigan Junior Angus Association’s 50th Anniversary at the location it was founded, MSU Purebred Beef 
Center in East Lansing. The event starts at 1:00 pm on Saturday, August 20. Special guests are Allen Moczygemba, CEO, American Angus As-
sociation, Mark McCully, Vice President of Supply for Certified Angus Beef LLC, and Casey Jentz, Midwest Regional Manager, American Angus 
Association. MAA will be conducting its annual meeting and board meeting, including elections at this event. We are planning a great program, 
dinner, refreshments and fun for all.  Please mark the date on your calendar.  For more information, contact Bob Zellmer 269-945-7796.

MCA Summer Round-Up – June 24 & 25, West Branch
The Michigan Cattlemen’s Association Summer Round-Up is coming to West Branch June 24 - 25. The headquarters hotel is the Qual-
ity Inn, at 2980 Cook Rd in West Branch 989-345-3503 (Group name: Michigan Cattlemen’s Association).  The educational program will 
be held at the West Branch Calf Sale Yard where stockmanship expert Curt Pate will conduct livestock handling demonstrations. The 2016 
MCA Awards Banquet will take place Friday evening and the popular agriculture tours are scheduled for Saturday. Watch the association’s  
website www.MICattlemen.org for more details and the registration form. You won’t want to miss it!

Are you a Current Member?
A current membership will ensure continuation of the newsletter, will allow a free listing on our website, provides the opportunity for free ad post-
ings in the Angus Market section of the website, and to market cattle through the Angus Futurity and Fall Sale.  Even if you are a life member, please 
complete the membership application in this newsletter or online at www.michiganangus.org and indicate if you want to receive the newsletter by 
mail or e-mail. We also receive frequent requests from people interested in purchasing cattle. If you would like to be contacted with these inqui-
ries and other timely information be sure to list your e-mail address.  If you have any questions about your membership please contact any of the  
officers or directors.
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David Adams, Grass Lake 
Delaney Bates, Sebawaing 
Paul Benchley, Kawkawlin 
Howard Birdsong, Manistee 
Timothy Conley, Greenwood
Jeff Craig, Perrington
Nathan Crambell, Owosso
Corey Dahms , Portland
Adam Dubie, Alpena
Tim Foor, Gladwin

Howell Farms, Fairgrove
Dennis Hutchings, Bellevue
Scott Jackson, Fort Gratiot

Jenkins Farm, Midland
Kyle & Gayle Marshall, Cherubusco, IN

John Milligan, Gladwin

Calvin Morgenthaler, Nashville
Precision Livestock, Lowell

Rick Sayles, Laingsburg
Jason Schulz, Ubly

Robert Seifert, Riley
Gerri Szakal, Owosso

James Terryn, Reed City
Ron Oates, Hudson

Robert Vermeersch, Unionville
Wood N Schu Cattle, Munger

Grand Champion Bull

Lot 101 – $3,800, Consigned by Barker Creek Cattle, Bath   
Purchased by Paul Benchley, Kawkawlin, MI 

Grand Champion Female

Lot 122 – $2,900 Consigned by  Rains Angus, Mercer, PA 
Purchased by James Terryn, Reed City  

Reserve Grand Champion Bull

Lot 112 – $3,500, Consigned by Rains Angus, Mercer, PA
Purchased by Kendra Merriman, Lowell  

Reserve Grand Champion Female

Lot  129 – $2,400, Consigned by Rains Angus, Mercer, PA
Purchased by Delaney Bates, Sebawaing 

58th Annual Michigan Angus Futurity
The 2016 Show & Sale was held April 1 & 2 in conjuction with 

the Michigan Beef Expo, at the MSU Pavilion, East Lansing

15 Bulls Averaged $2,937 • 16 Females Averaged $2,872

Congratulations

Thank You
Lot 114 – $4,600
Consigned by Dawson Farms, Hanover 
Purchased by Howell Farms, Fairgrove 

High Selling Bull
Lots 137A, 137B, 137C – $4,300 x 3 = $12,900

Consigned by Seldom Rest Farms, Niles 
Purchased by David Adam, Grass Lake

High Selling Female 
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junior association news
2015-16 Michigan Junior Angus Association 
OFFICERS 
President                 	 Austin Pillars, clayknollfarm@att.net
Vice President          	 Kollin Johnson, hejohnsoncows@yahoo.com
Treasurer                	 Blake Pillars, clayknollfarm@att.net
Secretary                 	 Jaycie Brown, jsjbrown@yahoo.com
Awards Chair   	 Amanda Kosal, Amandakosal@gmail.com 
Michigan Angus Rep          	 Brady Zellmer
Miss Michigan Angus	 Amanda Kosal
Michigan Angus Ambassador    Kavina Johnson

ADVISORS                          
Rob Reid		
	 robreid1932@hotmail.com
Lori Pillars
	 clayknollfarm@att.net
Bob Zellmer
	 bob@highbanksangus.com
Nancy Thelen
	 hillsideacres01@aol.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Katrena Klopfenstein
Jack Reid
Blake Pillars
Brady Zellmer
Paige Zellmer

Juniors Participate in Annual Banquet
Michigan Junior Angus members had a great time at the new location of the Annual Banquet, Agro-Culture Liquid Fertilizer World Headquarters in St. Johns. 
Those who attended the Annual Banquet were treated to a tour of a great facility, good meal and interesting discussions. Junior members started their day off with 
a meeting to discuss and plan for upcoming events Summer Showcase Beef Show, and National Junior Angus Show that will be held July 3-9, 2016 in Grand 
Island, Nebraska.  

Congratulations to Award Winners & Youth Supporter
Thea Zellmer won the logo design contest to celebrate our 50th Anniversary.  Her logo design will be used on our National Junior Angus Show shirts and stall 
decorations. Michigan Junior Angus recognized the following individuals for their outstanding achievements and support of MJAA at the annual Michigan Angus 
Association banquet on March 5th. Congratulations to all the members who participated in the awards program and, thanks to Scott Foster who was recognized 
for his ongoing support of the MJAA. 

Michigan Junior Angus Premier Breeder 
1st - Austin Pillars, Martin; 2nd - Kollin Johnson, Quincy; 3rd - Blake Pillars, Martin; 4th - Jaycie Brown, Pinckney; 5th - Amanda Kosal, Deckerville
 
Michigan Junior Angus Premier Exhibitor  
1st - Austin Pillars, Martin; 2nd - Amanda Kosal, Deckerville; 3rd - Jaycie Brown, Pinckney; 4th - Blake Pillars, Martin; 5th - Kollin Johnson, Quincy
 
Outstanding Jr. Member - Jaycie Brown, Pinckney; Outstanding Sr. Member - Austin Pillars, Martin
 
Adult Appreciation Award - Scott Foster, Niles, Seldom Rest Farms 
 
National Jr. Angus Bronze and Silver Awards - Kollin Johnson, Quincy

Thank You!
A huge thank you goes out to everyone that supported the junior program participating in the silent and live auction. Special appreciation to Mr. Wayne  
Bleyenberg for purchasing the art work donated by the Katie and Maggie Reid.  Each and every Angus breeder’s support is greatly appreciated.

MSU Block & Bridle Show Results  
Challenging weather kept the numbers lower than normal at the 2016 MSU Block and Bridle Club Junior Beef Show held on April 3 following the Michigan Beef 
Expo. The Champion Angus Steer and Champion Michigan Owned Angus Steer was exhibited by Austin Pillars from Martin, MI. The Champion Angus Female 
was exhibited by Tyler Pinkerton and Reserve Champion by Kade Earley.  The Michigan Owned Champion Angus Heifer was exhibited by Bailey Hoppa from 
Fremont and the Reserve Michigan Owned Champion Angus Heifer by Jason Zeilke from Coloma. 

NJAS & LEAD Conference Update  Reported by Brady Zellmer
This year marks the 47th National Junior Angus Show, July 3 - 9 held in Grand Island, NE.  The NJAS theme is “Stampede to the Sandhills.” This year 8 to10 
Michigan juniors with approximately 12 head of cattle will be making the journey to the Sandhills.

NJAA to host its annual LEAD Conference “Rising Up” in Phoenix, AZ, Aug 4 -7.  The Angus Foundation and American Angus Association along with the National 
Junior Angus Association (NJAA) Board of Directors believe in the importance of developing our young people as leaders. One of the avenues for this is through 
the training and knowledge provided at the Leaders Engaged in Angus Development (LEAD) Conference each year. The Conference develops leadership po-
tential in Angus youth and raises awareness of issues facing the beef industry. The conference is open to NJAA members who turn at least 14 years old in 2016, 
parents and advisors.  One MJAA junior will be the recipient of a $1,000 scholarship toward the expenses to attend the conference.

Come Celebrate the 50th Anniversary of Michigan Junior Angus!
Make plans to attend the Michigan Angus Association Field Day at MSU Purebred Beef Center to participate in the celebration of the 50th Anniversary of our  
association. Throughout the years the Michigan juniors have compiled an impressive record of accomplishments at the state and national level. Past and current 
members will be recognized and are also invited to bring along photos and other memorabilia from their years of junior membership. There will be posters and 
displays and a special program. Do you have a friend in your local 4-H or FFA who likes Angus and would like to learn more about the breed and our junior 
program? This would be a great event to invite a potential member to attend – bring ‘em along!
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State Preview Show at Michigan Beef Showcase
June 10 – 12, MSU Pavilion, East Lansing
State Preview Show – Info & Entry Form: 
www.ans.msu.edu/extension/youth_events   CONTACT: Carla McLachlan, 517-432-5402, email MCLACHL2@msu.edu

CLASSES FOR BOTH JUNIOR & OPEN CATTLE IN STATE PREVIEW SHOW
The Michigan Beef Showcase on June 10-12 at the MSU Pavilion in East Lansing is the site of the Michigan Angus Junior and Open Preview Show.  Adult Angus 
breeders are encouraged to enter cattle in the Open Preview Show.  Junior and open entries will show at the same time.  Classes include heifers, cow-calf pairs, 
bulls and steers, as well as youth showmanship.  A link to entry information is accessible at www.michiganangus.org; click on Coming Events. 

Exhibitor’s birthdate for the Jr. Angus Preview Show must be from January 1, 1995 through December 31, 2007. Exhibitors in the open show must have reached 
their 8th birthday by January 1, 2016. 

Entries must be POSTMARKED by May 25, 2016.  Late entries are accepted but at a significantly higher fee.  Early bird cattle arrival is from 6 to 9 p.m. on Friday, 
June 10. However, cattle exhibitors may wait to arrive until Saturday.  All cattle must be checked in between 10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. on Saturday, June 11. Show-
manship for all youth exhibitors will begin at 6:30 p.m. on Saturday, followed by crossbred steer and market heifer classes. All breed shows are on Sunday, June 
12 with Angus being the first breed to show, beginning at 9 a.m.  

DELEGATES TO NJAA SHOWMANSHIP CONTEST TO BE SELECTED
Members of Michigan Junior Angus Association ages 16 to 20 as of January 1, 2016 can compete for the honor of representing our state at the NJAA Showman-
ship Contest in Grand Island, Nebraska this summer. Those who wish to compete must contact Nancy Thelen by May 23 to verify membership in the American 
Angus Association/National Junior Angus Association, as well as the MJAA.  For more information, contact Nancy at 734-944-6262.

YOUTH TO COMPETE IN EDUCATIONAL BEEF SKILLS CONTEST
Beef skills educational contests for youth will again be held this year, including: Posters, Photography, Speeches, Team Sales, Team Fitting and Livestock Judging.  
The livestock judging program will begin at 11:30 a.m. and lunch will be served to the participants.  All other contests will be held on Saturday afternoon. The 
contests are designed to help the junior exhibitors prepare for the educational contests at their respective breed’s National Junior Show, and help them learn new 
skills in various areas. Compete details are in the entry packet. 

The Michigan Angus Association will also offer cash awards to all Michigan Junior Angus members who participate in any of the educational contests. Be sure to 
check these out and encourage your juniors to consider participating in one or more of these opportunities. 

Name _____________________________________________________________________________________Years in MJAA ___________________

Highlights of your junior member experience (activities, awards, shows, leadership, etc. ______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How did MJAA membership help you in life? ______________________________________________________________________________________

What is your career, business or special interest? ___________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing address _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Email address ______________________________________________________Phone/Text________________________________________________

Help us reach past juniors by reaching out and sharing this information with them. We are hoping to collect 
information on past members to complete the history of our organization and create new connections. 

Please return the info by MAIL or E-MAIL by May 31 to: 
Jaycie Brown, MJAA Secretary, 21431 Spears Road, Pinckney, MI 48169 

or jsjbrown@yahoo.com  

MJAA Seeking Past Junior Members
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President                 	 Kris Boehmer
Vice President          	 Ricka Boehmer
Secretary-Treasurer	 Sharon Vaassen
Awards Chair	 Nancy Thelen

Co-Historians 	 Lori Pillars & Lois Foster
Miss Michigan Angus Chair    Ricka Boehmer
Scholarship Chair	 Janel Horrocks-Boehmer
Past President (Advisor)     Sharon Vaassen

2015 Michigan Angus Auxiliary Officers 

Michigan Angus AuxiliaryAnnual Meeting The Michigan Angus Auxiliary met on March 5 prior to the Annual Banquet in St. Johns.   
We are proud to announce Miss Michigan Angus 2016 is Amanda Kosal, daughter of Michelle and Jeremy Kosal of Deckerville.  Kavina John-
son is serving as Michigan Angus Ambassador for our breed as well.   We provided hospitality for the Expo the first weekend in April, coffee,  
doughnuts, and delicious baked goods donated by our Auxiliary members.  A huge thank you goes out to all who donated it truly helps bring 
everyone together!   

You are invited to join the Auxiliary!
The Auxiliary welcomes new members! If you are interested in becoming involved in our activities, contact Kris Boehmer 517-712-0421 or Sharon 
Vaassen 734-663-8071. A membership form is posted on the web site, and printed in the Michigan Angus Directory. 

“Women Connected” Conference at CAB Headquarters 
 The 2016 American Angus Auxiliary’s third biennial Women Connected conference was held at the Certified Angus Beef® (CAB®) brand’s Edu-
cation and Culinary Center April 2-4 in Wooster, Ohio. Julie Thelen from Mason and Nancy Thelen from Saline were honored to be selected to 
be among the more than 35 women from 17 states who attended the conference to network, learn and continue to learn about the Angus breed.
To kick off the conference, Anne Lampe, conference chair, welcomed attendees to Wooster, Ohio, and they heard comments from American Angus 
Auxiliary President Shally Rogen, Certified Angus Beef LLC (CAB) President John Stika,  American Angus Association CEO Allen Moczygemba 
and Angus Foundation President Milford Jenkins. The evening closed with entertainment provided by cattlewoman and Auxiliary member Cara 
Ayers of Sweet Home, Ore.

The “Brand Champion Chopped Competition” was the main event on April 3, where participants were assigned teams and given a mystery bas-
ket of ingredients — including CAB® as the main course. Six teams of women used the Education and Culinary Center’s state of the art kitchen 
to prepare their meals and then participants voted for their favorite meal. Prior to the hands-on experiences Diana Clark, education and events 
manager for CAB, demonstrated the brand specifications and then CAB Chef Ashley and Chef Peter Rosenberg demonstrated roasting and grill-
ing techniques.  

On the final day of the conference, CAB President John Stika and Vice President of Marketing Tracey Erickson, spoke about the CAB brand and the 
many moving parts associated with the industry’s largest branded beef program. The attendees also toured CAB headquarters, led by CAB Meet-
ing Planner Danielle Foster, and took part in sessions with Amanda Barstow, director of legal affairs, and Margaret Coleman, director of digital 
marketing. Julie Thelen had this to share about the conference, “The conference was an enriching opportunity bringing in leaders from across the 
country who are passionate about the Angus breed.”
 
The Women Connected conference is funded by the Angus Foundation, and attendees are responsible only for their travel to and from the confer-
ence location. Women interested in attending must fill out an application to participate. The conference was first hosted in 2012 at the American 
Angus Association headquarters in Saint Joseph, Mo. The next Women Connected conference will be in 2018 in a location to be determined. The 
American Angus Auxiliary offers individuals interested in the welfare of the Angus breed the opportunity to work together to provide educational, 
promotional and social programs and activities. For more information about the Auxiliary, visit www.angusauxiliary.com. 

Reported by Bob Zellmer
Don’t forget to utilize your Angus calving book, a benefit of your Michigan Angus membership, to record your first and last calf which is crucial for 
any age and source verified programs.  Are you prepared for the breeding season?  Ensure you are by having your bull(s) examined for breeding 
soundness by a qualified technician or veterinarian.   

If you’ve come to appreciate the practical, useful content the Angus Beef Bulletin® delivers to commercial cattlemen five times per year, you won’t 
want to miss receiving extra issues of the publication electronically. Delivered monthly to your e-mail inbox, the Angus Beef Bulletin Extra provides 
valuable production, business and marketing information, as well as updates on programs and services of the American Angus Association® and 
Certified Angus Beef LLC. 

If you have questions or comments about the Angus Beef Bulletin Extra, please send them to: bulletinextra@angusbeefbulletin.com. 

To receive your free subscription of the Angus Beef Bulletin go to www.angusbeefbulletin.com. 

commercial opportunities
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Fellow cattle producers honor legacy of David McMahon Sr.
David McMahon Sr., Fort Smith, Ark., a lifelong Angus breeder, former AAA board director and supporter passed away March 23. David was the 
owner of Belle Point Ranch and Belle Point Beverages Inc., and served on the Association’s Board of Directors, including the first Certified Angus 
Beef LLC board and as co-chair of the Angus Foundation Leadership Cabinet. 

He was born March 26, 1931, in Clarksville, Ark., to Donald James and Marguerite Dixon Tyson McMahon. David is survived by his wife, Mary 
Ann; four daughters, Mary Lynn Holland and husband Marvin Holland, Jr., of Branch, Kathleen McGuire and husband Tim McGuire of Fort Smith, 
Julie French and husband Steve French of Beaverton, Mich., Susan Taylor and husband Rick Taylor of Lavaca; one son, David McMahon, Jr. and 
wife Tammy of Fort Smith; 11 grandchildren and one great-granddaughter; and brother Jim McMahon of Fort Gibson, Okla.

David was a man of vision and integrity. He celebrated imagination, and worked to develop his innovative ideas. He eagerly served God, his fam-
ily and his fellow man. He was a connector of people, a collaborator in projects, and a collector of friends. He embraced giving as an opportunity.

In 1953, he earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in Agriculture, majoring in Animal Husbandry. While in college, David was a member of Kappa 
Sigma Fraternity and served in the Army ROTC program. He was commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant in the United States Army and earned the rank of 
Captain. His two years of active duty included one year in Korea. He served four years as an officer in the Army Reserve. In 1955, David rejoined 
his family’s Anheuser-Busch distributorship. Upon his father’s death in 1965, he assumed leadership of the company now known as Belle Point  
Beverages, Inc. He served on the first Anheuser-Busch Wholesaler Advisory Panel from 1968 to 1971. This panel established the Wholesaler  
Equity Agreement, a standard of business that is still honored today. This year marks 70 years of exclusive partnership with Anheuser-Busch, provid-
ing sales and service to retailers in Arkansas and Oklahoma. 

David married Mary Ann Lovoi in 1953, having known her since kindergarten. They raised five children on their 40 acres in south Fort Smith, 
educating them at local private and public schools, in the 4-H and the Junior Angus programs. Although David grew up showing gaited horses, he 
discovered a passion for purebred cattle in his college years. In 1975 the McMahons established Belle Point Ranch in Lavaca as a second family 
business. The ranch quickly grew to national prominence in the Angus breed. His children, their spouses and his grandchildren are all involved in 
the annual Angus production sale each spring. 

He was a devoted contributor and tireless worker for youth development. In addition to employing hundreds of high school students over the years 
at Belle Point Ranch, he was passionate about Immaculate Conception School, 4-H, Boy Scouts, Junior Livestock Auctions, the Boys Shelter and 
Girls Shelter, and state and national Junior Angus Associations. Because he believed that youth programs shape individuals into productive citizens 
and the leaders of tomorrow, he supported these programs, and many others, with his time, knowledge and checkbook.

The family has chosen six memorials from which to honor Dave’s memory, including the Angus Youth Development Endowment Fund, 3201  
Frederick Ave., Saint Joseph, Mo., 64506. 

Agriculture loses livestock leader with big vision, Harlan D. Ritchie, Ph.D.
Harlan D. Ritchie, Ph.D., beloved husband, father, colleague and friend, passed away April 27.  Harlan was born August 3, 1935 to Donald and 
Irma (Johanson) Ritchie in Storm Lake, Iowa and was a 1953 graduate of Albert City High School.

After graduating from Iowa State in Animal Husbandry, Dr. Ritchie began his Michigan State University career as an assistant instructor in 1957 
and became a full professor of Animal Science in 1971.

Harlan’s career at MSU spanned close to five decades. He was so very fortunate to have spent that time doing what he loved so much; working 
with people to improve their lives, and working with the Michigan, National and International beef industries to improve production, management 
and animal welfare.  His memory is cherished by so many. 

Over his career Harlan received a plethora of awards. Among his most prized were the MSU Distinguished Faculty Award, the ISU Animal Science 
Hall of Fame Award, and the Iowa State Henry A. Wallace Award. 

After retiring in 2005, Harlan rediscovered his passion for recreational reading and focused on World War II and The Civil War.  He delighted in 
discovering compadres who shared his interests and could discuss the complexities and minutia of both conflicts. Son, Don was one of his favorite 
discussion partners.  Harlan loved winters in Belleair, Florida where he learned that walking the beach was a marvelous vocation.  Summers in Elk 
Rapids, on Lake Michigan, provided similar opportunities and a deck that beckoned the reader and author that he was.  He never lost his love for 
animals and the greatest dog ever, Hoover, was his constant companion.

In 1957 Harlan married Lou Ellyn Hale, who preceded him in death in February 1993.  In 1996 Harlan married Leah Cox Hoopfer.  He is 
survived by Leah, and sons Bill (Maureen McGinnis) and grandson, John; Don (Ann Marie Dumouchelle) and Christopher (Hae Won Lee) and 
grandchildren Harlan and Wilhelmina.

A memorial service was held Friday, May 6 at University Lutheran Church, East Lansing, MI. The family requests that donations be made in Har-
lan’s honor to the Michigan State University Beef Cattle Education Endowment Fund in Animal Science, #A105506, Michigan State University, 
University Advancement, 535 Chestnut Road, Room 300, East Lansing, MI 48824 or to University Lutheran Church, Prayers and Squares Project, 
1020 S. Harrison Road, East Lansing, MI 48825.

Condolences and memories may be shared with the family at www.greastlansing.com.  
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Michigan Angus Association Membership Application
BY MAIL 
Make check payable to: Michigan Angus Assn.
Mail application and form to: Lisa Bohlen  
20 Fairwood Blvd., Pleasant Ridge, MI 48069

• Michigan Angus News: Electronically _____   U.S. Mail_____          • Freezer Beef Sales Listing: Yes _____  No _____

• Check all committees that interest you:
_____Marketing and Promotion: bull test, fall sale, futurity show & sale, commercial opportunities, preview show

_____Education and Mentoring: new members, junior members, field day, annual banquet, member recruitment, educational articles

_____Communications: web site, newsletter, directory, advertising

_____Policies and Procedures: responsibility of board of directors; check if you are interested in serving on the board in the future

ONLINE @ www.michiganangus.org 
Submit (or update) your farm contact 

information using the online form.
Complete your payment through PayPal.

ANNUAL DUES
$25.00

Farm Name: _______________________________________ Owner’s Name: _________________________________________

County: ________________________     Farm Manager (if applicable): ___________________________________________

Junior Members (under age 21): _____________________________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________City, State, Zip: _________________________________________

Home Phone: ______________________ Farm Phone: _____________________ Cell Phone: __________________________

Fax: __________________________ E-mail: __________________________  Web Site: __________________________________

Directions to farm: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________


